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Economic justice

A broader perspective on “development”

Luísa Fondello
Senior International Cooperation Officer

May 2025



Historical origins of our sector

General Agreement 
on Tariffs and Trade 

(1947)

“Greater production
is the key to prosperity 

and peace. And the key 
to greater production is a 
wider and more vigorous 

application of modern 
scientific and technical 

knowledge”

“…a bold new 
programme for making 

the benefits of our 
scientific advances 

available for the 
improvement of 

underdeveloped areas”

Bretton Woods 
Institutions (1944)

(1961)



Mainstream development
Development = a technical, endemic problem

Images: Peace Direct Decolonising Aid Report (2021)



Rethinking development
Alternatives to mainstream development

(1972)

(1971)



Rethinking development
Alternatives to mainstream development

(1994) (2019)



Economic justice & the role of INGOs

(2024) (2024)



Economic 
reforms

Debt

Int. taxation

Global 
economic 

governance

Resource 
distribution

Trade

Economic reforms 
needed

Justice



Caritas Campaign
Jubilee year 2025



Caritas Campaign
Jubilee year 2025

https://turndebtintohope.caritas.org/ 



Campaign in Sweden



Campaign in Italy
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